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prospectors left for the interior in the hope of discovering
.gold. They were promptly captured by natives, and with
the exception of one member of the expedition, they were
killed—and eaten. The remaining member was allowed to
live, on condition that he explained the use of white man's
firearms to the native chief. One dark night he escaped
from the tribe and made his way to a camp of Englishmen
on the East Coast. His experiences, however, sent him
Crazy, and for the rest of his life he wandered from tribe to
tribe, and being mad, wras received as an honoured guest by
the natives.
Another expedition which set out seven years later was
more fortunate. Not only did they escape the fate of their
predecessors, but they actually found gold—although in
unpayable quantities. The following year, however, mining
engineer Jules Garnier, sent out especially from France to
investigate mining possibilities, discovered nickel at Mount
d'Or, a mountain ten or twelve miles from Noumea. A ton
of the crude ore was loaded into a whaleboat and rowed by
convicts back to Noumea, whence it was sent to Paris for
assay. The result of that assay led to the formation of the
powerful nickel company—the Societe le Nickel—which
ever since has played a dominant role in the development
of the colony.
The Societe le Nichel is not by any means a Trench
company. Many of the shares are owned by Krupps, and
some of the largest capitalist concerns of Europe have an
interest in the company. Nickel was discovered to exist in
immense quantities, and mines sprang up everywhere. Gold
miners who had not 'struck it lucky' in Australia poured
across to New Caledonia, and prospecting and mining began
in earnest. Within a few years, New Caledonia was
recognized as being second only to Canada as a nickel
producing country, and to-day it produces about 8% of the
world's total supply.
Most of the mines are open cuts in the mountains from
where the ore is easily transported on ' flying-foxes' to sea-
level. Although about 30% of the mines are owned and

